
Week of September 27 –  

Good afternoon parents and students – We start this last week of September on Monday with a 
B Day.  Five days of school this week.  

PTSA Meeting 

Please plan to join us for the September and first PTSA meeting this Wednesday, September 
29, in the school library.  PTSA Officers, Assistant Principals, and I will be present to discuss 
business, the opening of the school year, provide updates and answer any questions you may 
have. The meeting will begin at 6:30. 

Upcoming Virtual Community Meeting for Parents 

Please join BCPS Mental Health Services, Hereford Middle and Hereford High Schools for a 
community meeting about Teen Suicide Prevention: Helping your Child Save a Life. The Virtual 
meeting will take place this Thursday, September 30, 2021, at 6:30pm.  This meeting is 
designed for parents.  It will introduce parents to the evidence-based youth suicide prevention 
program called the Signs of Suicide.  Parents will become familiar with the materials that your 
child needs to be learning - such as how to identify signs of depression and suicide in 
themselves and their peers.  Although Mental Health can be a difficult topic to discuss, we all 
recognize the importance of teaching our children the skills needed to become emotionally 
healthy, strong, and resilient.  Please click the link below for more information and join this 
virtual meeting on Thursday.  

SOS Parent Night - September 30 2021 

Checking Grades 

The half-way point for marking period one is this Friday, October 1. In the past, Hereford High 
School would send first quarter interims home.  Now, with parent access to Schoology, you can 
go into Schoology and check all course grades for all classes your child takes.  Do this two 
ways. Have your child access Schoology with you and together check all progress and grades 
for each course. Or you can create a parent account using the same email address that you 
provided Hereford High for contacting you. Directions to do this can be found accessing this link: 
-  https://p3cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2744/File/Homepage/082021-
Creating%20a%20Parent%20Account%20in%20B2C%20(1).pdf  

State-Mandated Testing 
 
The Fall testing window is filled with a number of state-mandated tests for all students in 
Maryland. Testing continues this week with HS-MISA and the Algebra 1 MCAP.  All students 
who took and passed the Living Systems course last school year will be taking the HS-MISA 
assessment on either September 27, 28, or 29.  All students who took and passed the Algebra 1 
course last school year in middle school or in high school, will be taking the Algebra 1 
assessment on Thursday or Friday of this week.  Testing is done in the morning and lunches 
are not affected. Please remember to have your student bring a fully charged, BCPS-issued 
device for these state-mandated assessments.  Assistant Principal Hickman oversees the 
testing program. Please email Mrs. Hickman, ahickman@bcps.org, if you have any questions. 

https://bcpscloud-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jhigginsshaull_bcps_org/EXl6qHT06cRLu955eq8B4W4BP8FejfXaC-x0Y3ifRlSLPA?e=8i2DlK
https://p3cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2744/File/Homepage/082021-Creating%20a%20Parent%20Account%20in%20B2C%20(1).pdf
https://p3cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2744/File/Homepage/082021-Creating%20a%20Parent%20Account%20in%20B2C%20(1).pdf
mailto:ahickman@bcps.org


Late To School 

Apologies for those who received messages this week informing you your son or daughter was 
absent when in fact that was not the case. We are experiencing some glitches with our 
attendance system and the message out system. We are working on it but expect this to 
continue for a bit longer. Please don’t panic if you receive the message that your child is absent 
if you know you sent your child to school. WE ARE MANUALLY CORRECTING THE ERRORS 
so attendance for student records is correct.  

We have noticed that there are a larger than usual number of students arriving to school 
extremely late for no apparent reason.  Please know that we do implement progressive disciple 
for students who repeatedly arrive after the start of school. This includes in school and after 
school detention along with suspending extra-curricular privileges. Please make sure all 
departures from home in the morning are planned with some extra time built in. A Hereford High 
School student is late if not prepared for the day and ready to go and in homeroom at 7:45. 
Accumulated lates to school do not look good on report cards. If your child drives to school or 
you drop-off, plan the morning to anticipate traffic and be here in time to make homeroom on 
time which starts at 7:45. 

For those who drop off in the morning, leaving 5 to 10 minutes earlier will get your children here 
on time and avoid traffic back-ups. Our drop-off in the back is working well now. We have a 
request in to paint some center lines now that we are seeing it works.   

Enrichment 

Enrichment is working well. Ask your children where they are signing up for Enrichment and to 
explain how Altimely, an app on their phones used for signing up, works.  Enrichment is an 
excellent time during the school day for your child to spend some time working with any of the 
teachers to clarify assignments, review concepts taught in class, get help with homework, or 
catch up on missed work. Students who utilize Enrichment time wisely, perform better 
academically.  

Homecoming and Related Activities.  

Working with our SGA advisors and officers, students will vote this week for the theme for this 
year’s Spirit Week and then begin to plan the events that will lead up to an outdoor pep rally and 
the Homecoming football game scheduled against Dulaney High School on October 29, in our 
stadium. I’m also hearing the community has a Homecoming Dance planned off campus. 
Something I’m not capable of doing at this time.  More information about this will become 
available this week on the PTSA Facebook Page.  

COVID Quarantining and Instructional Assistance  

Our school nurse, Ms. Perry, continues to follow current guidelines from the Office of Health 
Services which are based on recommendations from the CDC. Children at Hereford High who 
test positive in or out of school will need to quarantine. All students determined to be a close 
contact are notified and based on the student’s vaccination status, are provided with the 
appropriate return-to-school protocol.  

Instructional Assistance when COVID Quarantining 



Following the nurse’s initial contact with parents for COVID quarantining, your child’s school 
counselor will be in touch to outline the procedures we have put into place for accessing 
classwork from the teacher while your child is at home. We will also be able to provide your 
student access to a content (math, science, social studies, English) teacher tutor from Hereford 
High School through Google Meet. All counselors have this information and will provide it to 
parents for whom their child must quarantine.   

 


